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A long-simmering dispute between the country's two main political parties over the role of
international electoral observers culminated in mid-August with the surprise announcement
that the Atlanta-based Carter Center will not participate in observing the November 28 general
elections. The Carter Center's decision to reject any role in the Honduran electoral contest has
fueled new fears that this year's elections like the three electoral contests held during the 1980s will
be marred by mutual accusations of fraud and manipulation. The battle between the governing
National Party (Partido Nacional, PN) and opposition Liberal Party (Partido Liberal, PL) over
international electoral observation began earlier this year when leaders from the two parties first
attempted to reach agreement on which observer groups to invite and how broad a mandate to
provide them with (see NotiSur 04/21/93). Despite ongoing differences over the mandate, agreement
was reached, in principle, to invite observer delegations from the Organization of American States
(OAS), the United Nations, and the Carter Center headed by former president Jimmy Carter to
establish a presence in the country beginning in mid-July. But problems associated with the Carter
Center's role began to surface publicly in late June. At that time, a Liberal Party member who sits
on the government's electoral tribunal (Tribunal Nacional de Elecciones, TNE) announced that
Jimmy Carter had been sent an official TNE invitation. National Party spokespersons launched a
vigorous protest, arguing that the TNE had still not issued formal invitations to any of the potential
observer delegations, Carter's included. The National Party soon took the protest much further,
however, alleging that the Carter Center had provided electoral assistance to the Liberal Party,
including a donation of computer equipment for use in setting up a parallel vote counting center.
The National Party complained loudly that such practices constitute a clear and serious violation
of Honduran electoral law, which forbids political parties from receiving foreign assistance. In
going public with their complaints, the National Party leaders cited problems of partiality by the
Carter Center which have allegedly occurred in other countries where the group has had a major
presence among electoral observer delegations (see, for example, Central America Update 10/18/91,
and NotiSur 05/21/93). The Liberal Party denied the allegations and reiterated the importance
of Carter's presence during the elections in order to prevent fraud. The Carter Center, likewise,
rejected the charges. Nonetheless, President Rafael Callejas, from the National Party, confirmed
that if links between the Carter Center and the Liberal Party could be substantiated, any invitation
for the observer mission would have to be annulled. Nonetheless, before the dispute over the
alleged assistance was cleared up, the Carter Center announced its decision not to participate in the
electoral observation effort in any capacity. In an Aug. 12 Tegucigalpa press conference announcing
the Carter Center's withdrawal, TNE president Juan Ramon Martinez announced that ex-president
Carter was offended by the fact that his integrity had been questioned in Honduras, and as such he
no longer had any intention of participating in the electoral process there. Meanwhile, the Liberals
have accused the National Party of using its control over the census bureau (Registro Nacional de las
Personas, RNP) to facilitate fraudulent practices in the elections. The RNP is officially in charge of
drawing up the voter registration lists. Adding fuel to the fire, overseeing a purge of the registration
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lists was one of the tasks which was to have been assumed by the Carter Center observer mission.
According to the Liberals, the National Party has succeeded in registering about 200,000 persons
who have not yet reached voting age, while at the same time has blocked elimination of the names
of some 80,000 deceased persons from the registration lists. The National Party's Daysi de Ancheta,
director of the RNP, acknowledged that as many as 50,000 names on the lists may correspond
to deceased persons. However, she insisted the process of purging the lists which is currently
underway will adequately resolve the problem. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 06/18/93, 06/25/93;
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 06/20/93; Notimex, 08/12/93)
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